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would be returned to the British government in
double irons Hewett resigned his command. Many
years afterward, in" 1886, I happened to meet him
in the United Service Club, in London. We had a
pleasant conversation without once alluding to the
time when I had told him that he must revise his
musical programme.

Being on board a man-of-war off New Orleans
through the summer was like being in a floating
oven. It was out of the question to sleep in our
cabins. We slept on deck. I do not suppose that
the character of the mosquitoes on the Mississippi
has changed with the passage of time. There was a
big kind popularly called "gallinippers," which
seemed to find shoe-leather an effective means of
sharpening their proboscides before they reached
the vulnerable part of your ankle.

Our existence was pretty monotonous for naval
officers in the midst of the great war. We envied
the men on the other ships on the blockade or up
the river with Farragut. They were at least on the
move, though they saw little fighting. But we had
one compensation. While the health of the officers
and crews up the river had been bad, we had extem-
porized a distilling-plant on board the Mississippi
which gave us pure water to drink, and our health
had been excellent.
